
DASH 8-400

Cargo
Solutions
BUILDING ON ITS POPULARITY AS A PASSENGER 
AIRCRAFT, DE HAVILLAND CANADA (DHC) INTRODUCES 
A SERIES OF FREIGHTER OPTIONS TO BETTER SERVE 
THE EXPANDING CARGO MARKET.



NOW, DASH 8-400 OWNERS CAN EASILY EXTEND THE USE  
OF THEIR AIRCRAFT AND ENHANCE OVERALL VALUE 
THROUGHOUT THEIR LIFE CYCLES. 

The Dash 8-400 is known for its high revenue-generating capabilities 

and low unit cost of operation as much as it is for its rugged design and 

exceptional performance and reliability. 

THE WAIT IS 
FINALLY OVER

DASH 8-400
CARGO SOLUTIONS

FROM LIGHT E-COMMERCE PACKAGES TO BULKY CAR 
PARTS AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN, CARGO NEEDS TO 
BE TRANSPORTED TO AND FROM SMALL COMMUNITIES.

In times like those faced during the COVID-19 pandemic,  

the demand for supplies in remote locations becomes  

even more critical. The Dash 8-400 rises to this challenge,  

whereas larger freighters can be impractical if not  

outright prohibitively uneconomical. 

DHC is perfectly positioned to offer all cargo solutions through 

original equipment manufacturer (OEM) Service Bulletins, 

approved by Transport Canada. From complete kit installation 

to on-site support, DHC is ready to provide a wide range of OEM 

support as desired by our customers.

VERSATILITY 
FOR YOUR 
BUSINESS 
MODELS

DASH 8-400
CARGO SOLUTIONS
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QUICK CHANGE - QC 
- Reversible all-passenger or all-cargo configuration 
- Conversion possible in under 5 hours

PACKAGE FREIGHTER - PF
- Over 10 tonnes capacity 
- Bulk loading from 5 access doors

CARGO COMBI - CC
- Mixed passenger and cargo operation 
- Separate compartments for quick turnaround

FREIGHTER WITH LARGE CARGO DOOR - F-LCD 
- Cargo loading system 
- 8 LD3 containers, plus miscellaneous cargo

+ Outstanding airfield accessibility

+ Hot & High performance

+ Range capability up to 1640 nm

+ �Broad operating envelope  
& no risk of tipping

+ Obsolescence protected

+ Low operating costs

+ Long structural life

+ ICAO Ch. 14 noise standard

+ Low CO2 emissions

+ Great maintainability & reliability

+ Global support infrastructure

+ BUILT-IN VALUES OF THE DASH 8-400

WHY THE 
DASH 8-400 
FREIGHTER?

CARGO MARKET IS GROWING

ASSET VALUE IS IN RANGE

CONVERSION SOLUTIONS ARE       
AVAILABLE



THE QUICK CHANGE SOLUTION IS A REVENUE EXPANSION 
MODEL THAT OFFERS FLEXIBILITY TO CONVERT THE 
DASH 8-400 BETWEEN ALL-PASSENGER AND ALL-CARGO 
CONFIGURATION.   

Operators can combine two distinctive income streams into 

one, significantly expanding their revenue base. The short time 

required to switch from one configuration to the other allows 

operators to match market dynamics swiftly.  

By installing a new smoke detection system in the cabin to 

convert it into a Class E compartment, no attendants are required 

in the cabin for cargo flights.    

QUICK CHANGE
DASH 8-400 QC

Dash 8-400 QC Expands Revenue Potential and Enhances Utilization

All-Passenger Cabin Configuration*

All-Cargo Configuration*

DASH 8-400
CARGO SOLUTIONS

PAYLOAD
Up to 9.2 Tonne / 20,310 lb

VOLUME
Up to 52.8 m3  / 1,867 ft3

RANGE
All Cargo: Up to 1,600 nm

All Passenger: Up to 1,100 nm

CLASS
Compartment

E

Reversible
in 4-5 hours

NEW SMOKE DETECTOR

All-passenger configuration All-cargo

THE DASH 8-400 CARGO COMBI IS A MIXED REVENUE 
MODEL THAT OFFERS ANOTHER LEVEL OF FLEXIBILITY  
BY COMBINING PASSENGER AND CARGO TRANSPORT  
AT THE SAME TIME.    

Up to 68 passenger seats in the forward cabin and an extended 

Class “C” cargo compartment in the aft fuselage.  In addition to 

checked baggage, there is ample space in the cargo compartment 

for freight thanks to the logical layout of the Dash 8-400 that 

facilitates the Cargo Combi configuration.  The two pressurized 

compartments are separated by a bulkhead and operated 

independently, with simultaneous passenger boarding and 

cargo loading at opposite ends of the aircraft.  The Cargo Combi 

configuration is ideal for operation on point-to-point markets in 

small communities where cargo supplies are as important as 

passenger transport.

CARGO COMBI
DASH 8-400 CC

DASH 8-400
CARGO SOLUTIONS

CARGO
Up to 2.6 Tonne / 5,750 lb

VOLUME
Up to 23.5 m3 / 828 ft3

RANGE
Up to 1,245 nm

SEATS
Up to 68 Passengers

CLASS
Compartment

C



THE DASH 8-400 PACKAGE FREIGHTER ALLOWS  
BULK LOADING OF VARIOUS SIZES OF CARGO,  
SUCH AS E-COMMERCE PACKAGES. 

There are nine distinct loading zones with eight radial spider nets 

providing tie-down and restraint functions.  The primary cargo 

access door is in the same position as the aft LHS baggage 

compartment door in all Dash 8-400 aircraft, and there are four 

additional access doors (one at the front and one at the back on 

each side of the aircraft) to facilitate quick loading and unloading 

of cargo.  It is ideal for the transportation of e-commerce 

packages.  An optional Cargo Loading System is also available for 

palletized cargo.

PACKAGE FREIGHTER
DASH 8-400 PF

DASH 8-400
CARGO SOLUTIONS

PAYLOAD
Up to 10.2 Tonne / 22,500 lb

VOLUME
Up to 78.6 m3 / 2,777 ft3

RANGE
Up to 1,555 nm

CLASS
Compartment

E

THE DASH 8-400 PACKAGE FREIGHTER CAN BE EQUIPPED WITH 

A LARGE CARGO DOOR (LCD) AND A CARGO LOADING SYSTEM 

TO PROVIDE A CONTAINERIZED CARGO MODEL THAT FACILITATES 

THE TRANSPORT OF UNIT LOAD DEVICE (ULD) PALLETS OR 

CONTAINERS. 

With the LCD, the Dash 8-400 is equipped to handle typical 

containers such as LD1, LD2, LD3, and LD4.  For example, it 

can carry as many as eight LD3 containers.  This allows interline 

transfer of containers from other aircraft in the network.  It 

is ideal for hub-and-spoke network carriers as well as major 

logistics operators.

FULL FREIGHTER WITH 
LARGE CARGO DOOR
DASH 8-400 F-LCD

DASH 8-400
CARGO SOLUTIONS

PAYLOAD
Up to 9.7 Tonne / 21,400 lb

VOLUME
Up to 78.6 m3 / 2,777 ft3

RANGE
Up to 1,640 nm

CLASS
Compartment

E



SPECIFICATIONS

DASH 8-400
CARGO SOLUTIONS

CONFIGURATION
QUICK CHANGE

(Dash 8-400 QC)
CARGO COMBI

(Dash 8-400 CC)
PACKAGE FREIGHTER

(Dash 8-400 PF)

FREIGHTER WITH 
LARGE CARGO DOOR
(Dash 8-400 F-LCD)

Passenger Current configuration Up to 68 seats N/A N/A

Cargo Weight (Tonne) 9.2 2.6 10.2 9.7

Cargo Volume (m3) 52.8 23.5 78.6 78.6

Cargo Weight (lb) 20,310 5,750 22,500 21,400

Cargo Volume (ft3) 1,867 828 2,777 2,777

Cargo Compartment Class E Class C Class E Class E

LD3 Container N/A N/A N/A 8

RangeA Cargo: 1,600 nm
Passenger: 1,100 nmB 1,245 nmC 1,555 nm 1,640 nmD

A Assumptions: cargo density @ 6 lb/ft3 (96 kg/m3), Still air range, ISA en-route temperature, 100 nm diversion, 45 min hold at 15,000 ft, 5% flight fuel contingency

B Based on 74-seat configuration

C Based on 50-seat configuration

D Based on 8 LD3 containers plus miscellaneous cargo

All cargo conversions are dependent on the existing aircraft configuration and are subject to a Pricing & Offerability assessment. Conversions include the Service Bulletin and Kit. 
Installation by De Havilland Canada personnel, affiliates, or Authorized Service Facilities is subject to availability and shall be assessed upon request. Contact De Havilland Canada 
for additional details.

Information contained in this document is confidential and is proprietary to De Havilland Aircraft of Canada Limited (“DHC”) and/or its licensors. This document 
and/or the information contained herein may not be reproduced or shared with or distributed to any third party in whole or in part without DHC’s prior written 
consent.  This document is submitted for informational purposes only, is not part of any proposal and creates no contractual commitment.  DHC provides the 
information contained in this document on an ‘as is, where is’ basis and makes no representation or warranty of any kind regarding the applicability or reliability 
of any of such information with respect to any use whatsoever to be made of it by the recipient.  Any information of a technical nature contained in this document 
may contain inaccuracies and is subject to change and should never be relied upon for operational use.
All rights reserved. ©2021 De Havilland Aircraft of Canada Limited

NOSE-TO-TAIL SUPPORT SOLUTION

An OEM solution to aircraft modification always offers incremental advantages over a third party Supplemental Type Certificate (STC) 

solution. From a certification standpoint, De Havilland Canada has accumulated engineering experience since the original design of the  

Dash 8-400 aircraft and has worked with aviation authorities on many certification processes.  From a support and services standpoint,  

it is in De Havilland Canada’s utmost interest to ensure that -- in addition to the modification -- the entire aircraft is well supported throughout 

its life cycle. Any De Havilland Canada modification solution will be well designed, tested and certified to ensure full integration with the rest 

of the aircraft system.

Contact: sales@dehavilland.com


